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2012 Annual General Meeting and Reception Thursday, July 26, 2012

The annual general meeting and reception were held at the Rihga Royal Hotel with 130 people
attending. Settlements of Accounts and Activity Reports for fiscal 2011 were presented and
accepted. The election of Directors, Amendment of the Articles and proposals for both activities and
a budget for fiscal 2012 were approved. Also, measures expressed by President Torii for bringing
young people to JASO were given applause from the attendees. In a reception followed the general
meeting, the Harvard University Choir ‘Cappella group Din & Tonics,’ visiting Osaka as part of their
world tour, joined us as special guest. Adding to their beautiful vocal harmony, their highly
entertaining performance with twists and humor, enthralled the audience.
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Operation Tomodachi and the Japan-U.S. Relationship Part 2
SDF and USFJ on the joint operation in the wake of the Great East
Japan Earthquake Thursday, May 24, 2012
We invited Lt. Gen. Koichiro Bansho, Commanding General 3rd Division, JGSDF to give a talk at the
International House Osaka about the joint operation between Japan Self Defense Forces and the US
Forces Japan in the wake of the Great East Japan Earthquake, in front of about 120 attendees. As a
sequel to the talk we had last September, delivered by CDR Paul McClure of the U.S. Navy, Lt. Gen.
Bansho related amazing capabilities the U.S. Forces demonstrated in Operation Tomodachi such as
reopening of the Sendai Airport and making Kesen-numa Oshima accessible again by clearing the
sunken debris from the sea floor inside the port within a matter of a week. The Lt. General was also
deeply moved by the thoughtfulness, the U.S. marines showed to those who suffered, handling with
utmost care, such as family heirlooms. Also refraining from using vehicles, because petrol was short
of supply, a most needed commodity, to be made available and best served for the sufferers.
“A friend in need is a friend indeed.” As the saying goes, Lt. General never before did he feel more
grateful and honored than this time, that the U.S. is a good friend of Japan. He concluded his talk by
emphasizing that Operation Tomodachi was the foundation of the U.S. — Japan relationship and
upon which we need to build and maintain security of Japan.
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The Arlington Cup Horse Race Saturday, February 25,2012

We watched “The Arlington Cup Horse Race” at the Hanshin Race Course with 52 people
attending. Following welcome remarks by JASO President Mr. Torii and Hanshin Race Course
Director Mr.Nigishi, Mr. Kuroda from JRA gave us a short lecture on tips about how to bet on horses.
The Arlington Cup Race, which is held annually commemorating the sister treaty between the
Hanshin Race Course and the Arlington Park Race Track in the U.S. is said to be very difficult to
predict, because it is run by up-and-coming young horses. Surprisingly a considerable number of
JASO members succeeded in getting the wining tickets and we saw many hugs and claps among
attendees.
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Field Trip “Zazen-kai and Kyo-yuzen Workshop in Kyoto” saturday, April 7,2012
We had a “Field Trip” in Kyoto” with 30 JASO members and 7 U.S. students studying at Kyoto

Gaidai attended. In the morning a Zazen-kai (or a zen meditation session) was held at Kennin-ji, the
oldest zen temple in Kyoto. Some of the American students, who were studying Yoga, were
commended by the priest for their good Zazen posture. After we had a Mame-susi-zen, a collection
of tiny susis at Mametora located in the Gion district, we visited the Maruyama-Park which is famous
for cherry blossoms. In the afternoon, we moved to the Nishijin district to have a kyo-yuzen
workshop. In the workshop the JASO members amazed the instructors by achieving extremely high
quality of kyo-yuzen-zome (or traditional dying technique), excelling by far the samples.
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Golf Competition Saturday, May 5, 2012

JASO’s Annual Golf Competition was held at the Arima Royal Golf Club. Although inclement was
expected because of the unstable weather forecasted preceding the competition day, the sky was
all clear from the morning and the participants very much enjoyed Arima’s famous course
surrounded by fresh verdure. The JASO Cup was won by Mr. Koji Ebihara with a score of OUT 39/IN
42 GROSS 81 H.D.7.2. NET 73.8, whereas Ms. Eri Matsui and Ms. Yuko Hashizaki won the long-driving
contest and closest-to-the pin contest respectively.
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contact JASO Executive Office.

As approved at the 2012 Annual General Meeting, a new membership
category “American Student Membership” is now effective. The American
students studying in Japan are the great asset for the future Japan-America
relationship. With this new membership, which exempts American students
from both entrance and annual dues, we expect more participation from
young Americans and thus promoting the Japan-U.S. interexchange among
the young generation. For more information please check our website or
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Barbecue Party Sunday, June 10,2012

We had a barbeque party at the Tsurumi Ryokuchi Park. The attendees, 140 altogether, most of
them were in their 20s and 30s, with 61 non-Japanese including 9 international students and 35 JET
program teachers, enjoyed the succulent beef deliciously grilled over the charcoal fire accompanied
with a plenty of beer and wine. This was the first event that the Youth Support Committee (YSC), just
recently created, conceived and organized to promote both Americans and young people’s
participation.

The BBQ began with a toast proposed by US. Consul General Patrick Linehan. The people
surrounding the tables soon started talking with each other like old friends, working together,
grilling and exchanging their barbeque secrets. As for attractions, singing together “We are the
World,” hand in hand, ignited the spirits, followed by Kyoto University MTTR's truly amazing
double-dutch performances. The climax of the day was “All-out Janken Battles,” in which everyone
participated in janken against Mr. Kitano, one of YSC leaders. We had two janken sessions with the
winners walking away with wonderful prizes kindly donated by JASO member companies: including
an overnight stay voucher for two presented by Rihga Royal Hotel Osaka and a buffet voucher for
twib from the Imperial Hotel Osaka.
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Japan-America Student Conference

Have you heard of the Japan-America Student Conference (JASC)?
Each year, an equal number of students from the U.S. and Japan are
competitively selected to spend one summer month together,
studying and analyzing diverse topics such as global issues, history,
culture and human rights etc. Alternating its host country every year,
JASC, initiated in 1934 and continued ever since with a break during
the war, held its 64th conference in the states last July. Notables such
as Henry Kissinger (former U.S. Secretary of State), Kiichi Miyazawa
(former Prime Minister of Japan), Kenichi Takemura (clitic), Kuniko
Inoguchi (member of House of Councilors in Japan), and Kenichiro
Motegi (brain scientist) were all participants of JASC while in college.
JASO is making a donation of about 50,000 yen every year in support
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The most unique feature of JASC is that the
organization is planned and handled by the
students themselves. It provides them with a solid
sense of integrity, leading into serious debates
when faced with each other. JASC will also
enhance the students’ awareness towards the
topic they select, which can influence them in
choosing their careers after leaving school. JASC

Dy T ORICERGERELT explicitly endeavors strengthening the
WBHKFEE R CEKDHS partnership between Japan and America through
it B OIS DOHPESENTIHT =8 - discussion and collaboration among college

students. If you are interested in the JASC

s
<FEEL, program, please visit their website.

http://www.jasc-japan.com/about/index.htmll
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Youth Support Committee (YSC) has kicked off

Last February the “Youth Support Committee” (YSC) had its first meeting to discuss ways to promote participation from both Americans
and young people in supplementing functions of JASO Executive Office. This was based on the Supplementary Rules Articles 21 “The
President is empowered to appoint, when necessary, Committees which shall be entrusted with carrying out certain specific
responsibilities.” The BBQ Party on June 10, was its first event. Mr. Kazuyuki Takaya, JASO General Secretary guided the YSC as its Chairman.




{CiREEhENEHRE
BATZ1—IbRM)vT

B&{B&SREKY LTWBEICESTH — Bk
Eo e EBICE AL RN E—HEE DT,
FPRECHF BE BEV O EEEEEDT
DELIEHESH TV WTITESTD RS
AR ZNTEH B> T o2 UREHRL.ZD
EIAEBASERE BERAT5BE. LB IE5HE
DPRFHLSSBBENTcLIBERERLICTHEVNDTe . BEED O B LS
ZICHNDTEDTE INTOEEEZTH S BE-EEN B
DFEICH EEo T EHEIBORHDEER. BE. KE, T5ICHHR
EBORESECHESTETNERAEo T NEBEBICED/NF
HE DL BRDEHELIENIEBETH . EE T HMERICESY
L. BRIFEREOEBREE, EVEEEHLS. LR LIzhbhbh
OHRET. HLDWLHAPHP BICRIETRIY A TR EHE LT B
xS BB BNARBDEPH S ERICHLOENEISL,
FLOBRICEERZRABDKELTITHB LTI EER TLEY.
ST —HF A XENc—BiR. A2V T DEETA.HIHES,

=R (ERRB)

Tradition and Creativity - Field Trip
in Kyoto Kenji Miki (Nara)
Even for a frequent visitor to Kyoto like myself, it was a day of
inspiration by exploring the ancient city’s different aspects. The day
started with Kenni-ji. Although | had nearly given up sitting for a
Zazen because of my bad knee, but with a comfortable chair
prepared for me, it was most pleasing. Still, | felt connected with the
spirit of Zazen by counting each breath.in and out, setting angle of
the sight and balancing my posture like being suspended from the
ceiling by the head. Having set my mind and body at ease, we walked
to Gion. There a wooden box filled with a collection of tiny sushis,
true gems of seasonal delicacies for your eyes and stomach, was
waiting. It felt even better in a traditional Ochaya setting. Creating a
small universe of beauty in a small room. A great asset of Kyoto being
both creative and traditional, is still prevailing. After enjoying cherry
blossoms and paying a visit to Chionin-temple we took part in a
Kyo-yuzen workshop. Young students and the elders, including yours
truly, were fully involved by applying dyes to white kerchief through
templates. It was really amazing to see beautiful shapes and colors
that came out under the templates. | convinced myself that Kyoto is
vibrantly striving forward by taking on new attires over tradition. It
was a well organized one-day trip FRR" =g
and | very much enjoyed it. Thank
you.
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YSC's Memorable First Event Tomohide Wada (Rittoh)

Being a member of ‘the organizing staff, | was involved with a
Barbecue Party at the Tsurumi Ryokuchi Park on June 10. The first event
organized by JASO’s Youth Support Committee (YSC), which turned
out to be the most memorable event | had with JASO. YSC was set up
to promote participation from the youth generation with a view to
make initiatives for the future. At the barbecue, 140 people turned up,
mostly in their 20s and 30s including 61 non-Japanese. Being the
organizers, we took great care of creating a good atmosphere with a
hope of having the participants come back again in the future. We
received wonderful donations from the member companies to be used
as prizes for the games. It was most encouraging and wonderful with
so many supporters—college students, young English assistant
teachers and many volunteers mostly friends and acquaintances of
YSC members etc, who came to the event to help us and give a boost
by enjoying themselves. The barbecue was a great success in terms of
creating wonderful interexchange among the participants, which may
not have been possible had it not been for the help of the many
supporters.  Amongest whom, ’
many expressed their wishes to be
involved in future JASO events, as
supporting staff. | strongly felt that
an event like this could be one step
towards revitalizing JASO. We must
continue in  maintaining this
enthusiasm. | am also grateful for
being given such a wonderful
opportunity and experience.
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A year has already passed under President Torii. Having experienced ups
and downs during the past term, we earnestly realized how important the
Japan and U.S. relationship is through activities, like the two events JASO
organized titled Operation Tomodachi. For our 2nd and the final term, Mr. Torii
insisted that JASO must make all efforts for the future Japan-U.S. relationship,
namely, setting initiatives for the younger generation. For which we would like
to ask your continuing kind support and understanding. Thank you.



