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New Year's Reception January 20, 2006 (Fri)
The annual party co-hosted by Japan-America Society of Osaka, Osaka-San
Francisco Sister City Association and Osaka-Chicago Association was held
at Rihga Royal Hotel with more than 200 guests. Following the JASO
President Takenaka's greetings, Consul General gave a speech. Consul
Laycock, Ambassador Amae, Osaka Vice Mayor Igoshi, OCA President
Adachi, JASO Vise President Matsushita and Burt joined the Kagamibiraki
ceremony and Vice Mayor Igoshi made a toast. We invited Noh performers
lead by Munenori Takeda from Kanze School. Following Genjiro Okura's
explanation, they performed a Noh dance from an item called “Tamura”. We

received many generous donations from our corporate members and
American Consulate General for the lottery and draw. Thanks to your kind
support, we had a wonderful New Year's party. We wish you all the best in
2006!

S , B
New Year's Gift Fumiko Iba (Kyoto)
January 20th was a sunny day rare in the cold month. The New Year's Reception
co-hosted by three organizations was held in the evening. I attended this familiar
gathering with my daughter as we do every year. I watched the Noh dance
performance “Tamura” with great interest. I assumed that Noh was chosen for the
attraction because they appreciate the value of the traditional Japanese art
proclaimed as World Intangible Heritage by UNESCO. It was pleasant to hear the
splendid sound of Noh performance rang
through the hall. And then a much-awaited
event, the New Year's Lottery began. Finally
the MC called out, “This is the final prize!
Number 137!” I don't even seem to
remember how I stood up and went up to the
stage. Asked what I would do in the States, I
answered, “I'm going to see how New York
has or has not changed since my last visit.”
Ms. Tnaba (right) with Ms. Nayama of At the age of 84 I got a wonderful New
Northwest Airlines Year's gift.

Welcome Reception for Consul General and Mrs. Russel BE= ruepue

December 1, 2005 (Thu) ;
We held a luncheon party at Hilton Osaka to welcome Mr. Daniel R. Russel,
who arrived at his post as Consul General in August, and Mrs. Keiko Russel.
The Consul General spoke to over 100 attendees in his fluent Japanese about
his connection with Japan, current and future Japan-US relationship, and the
role of Kansai in it. Ambassador and Mrs. Kishichiro Amae, who had just
arrived in Kansai, were also present, and Vice President of JASO, Mr.
Masayuki Matsushita, gave a humorous welcome speech. The luncheon went
on in an amiable and relaxed atmosphere. Participants enjoyed the
opportunity to get to know the Consul General's friendly personality and
socialize with other members.

s ™

@ Upcoming Events ¢

Luncheon Seminar:

“Carpentry Tools and Spirit of Craftsmanship” g8
Speaker: Mr. Kenzo Akao, Director of Takenaka Carpentry Tools
Museum -
Venue: Mengyo Kaikan Hall (Honmachi) -
Japanese traditional architecture owed much to the highly developed
techniques and excellent skills of its carpenters and their specialized g
Kcarpcntry tools.(Guided tour of Mengyo Kaikan included) -

Spring Sumo Tournament & Talk with Ms. Watts

Spring Day Trip - Hyogo: Himeji Castle and Sake Brewery of Nada

JASO & JBSK Joint Golf Competition
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Greetings to JASO Members

Mr. Kishichiro Amae

climate all year round seemed like a paradise. On September 2nd of 1995, the
US government held a ceremony for the 50th anniversary of the end of the Pacific War in Hawaii.
Although some people in the veterans' association argued that it should be called “the anniversary of
victory over Japan”, with a great understanding and support of the local community, the event was
characterized as an “event to commemorate the war victims and celebrate the peace”. On that day, the
veterans of the US Navy and Japanese Navy who fought in Pearl Harbor got together at a reception in that
same place. Since then, a social gathering for the war veterans and their families has been held every year
in Hawaii. I was impressed with the broad mind of the American people. The 60 years since the end of the
war illustrates that “yesterday's enemies could be today's friends” as they say. It is our responsibility to

pass the trusting relationship that has been developed between two countries

to the next generation. I would like to express my sincere wishes for the

Member's
Column

continued success of the Japan-America Society of Osaka.

Farewell Message

It is with regret that I take this opportunity to inform the
membership that my wife and I shall be leaving Japan in the
near future to live in Redmond, Washington, to be close to
our children and grandchildren. It is going to be difficult for
both of us to adapt to a change of lifestyle. I have been in
Japan for over 58 years, My wife and I have been married in
Kobe for over 54 years. I have had great pleasure working
with the Japan-America Society of Osaka for over 40 years,
as vice president. I have had the privilege of making many
Japanese friends. As I love “Sushi”, fortunately that is one
thing I will not miss, as we have many Sushi shops in
Redmond, Washington. I will miss our meetings in the future, and the many friends I
have made. Should the opportunity arise and you may be in Redmond, Washington, we
may be found in the telephone directory. My wife joins me in wishing you all well and
may 2006 bring health, happiness and prosperity to all.

Philip A. Campanella
(Kobe)

Distant America

News, movies, music ... there was always American
culture brought from distant America in my daily life when
I was a junior high school student. A longing to live in
America someday gradually grew in my mind. Dreaming of
going to America, I probably spent most of the time at home
studying English throughout my high school days. My
dream came true when I was a junior in college. I got an
opportunity to study at Arizona State University for a year
as an exchange student. Phoenix, where the university is
located, had very hot weather in the summer and
temperatures sometimes went over 45Aé, but the winter was
relatively warm and comfortable with dry weather. It was a lively town that rich retirees
moved into from all over the States. Time flew by. A year was too short for a student to
absorb everything, but I learned a lot and, more importantly, made a lot of friends. I
vividly remember the tearful goodbye with friends who saw me off at the airport when
T went back to Japan. Ten years later, a friend came all the way to Japan to attend my
wedding. Now 15 years later, I still keep in touch with my friends in the States. They
say, “You can come back anytime. Here is your home.” I hope to go back with my
family someday.

£

Hiroshi Hashizume
(Hilton Osaka)

Flow of News Letter to be published —— €New members€¢

Yoshimoto Building Co., Ltd.
President & CEO: Yoshimoto, Gorouemon
Executive Officer: Kawada, Tsuyoshi
Director: Yoshimoto, Kouji

Dead Line of Contribution : 20th day of previous month for planned publication
Number of words : Japanese = about 500 characters

:nglish = about 250 words

al picture if possible

ax or E-mail to JASO office

Photograph :
Dispatch Method :

Contribution rules

Contribution rules on the JASO News Letter
The following are the contribution rules to the JASO News Letter.
. We would appreciate it, if you would write your manuscript both in English and Japanese.

1

2. The contributed manuscript will not be returned to you. However, we will return the photographs and illustrations if you wish.
3. Please understand that the JASO Office will judge the selection of the manuscripts among those submitted and also for editing.
4. The manuscript distributed will be in accordance with the aims of the Society, i.e., social, cultural, artistic and intemational events,
5

. Contributors will be awarded gifts, picked by lottery.

Almost three months has passed since I arrived at my post as Ambassador for
Kansai Area last November. I have been mainly involved in the Soviet Union
(and Russia) and Middle East during the nearly 40 years of my service in
Foreign Ministry. In relation to the United States, I was assigned to the North
American Affairs Bureau in 1971 and engaged in preparation for the
reversion of Okinawa and also served as Consul General in Honolulu,
Hawaii, for 3 years from 1995. Those days in Honolulu were most
memorable for my family and myself. Having experienced harsh living
Ambassador Extraordinary and  environments and mental stress in Soviet during the Cold War and in Iran
Plenipotentiary for Kansai Ae2 - quring the Islamic revolution, the stress-free Hawaiian life with a pleasant

Hurricanes Katrina/Rita Relief Donation Report
It is my great pleasure and pride to announce you that the generous

Japan Societies in Japan amounted to ¥3,870,586 by the end of October
2005. As you see in the letter herewith attached from Mr. Samuel
Shepherd, President of the National Association of the Japan-America
Societies in the U.S., the donations will be properly allocated to the
societies most devastated by the hurricanes under his guidance. Thank
you again for your kind contribution. Your warm friendship will be
remembered by American people in affected communities.

Akiko Kuno, Executive Director,
The America-Japan Society, Inc.

The Jyn Sk of por s

Thanks letters from NAJAS and the Japan
Society of New Orleans

Ohkawara and Ms. Kuno

What have Japanese learned from Americans?

I recall the occasion that I have once delivered a lecture with
a subject of “Internationalization of Japan” sometime ago. As
far as I remember, there has been 3 epoch-making
Internationalization initiations that Japan opened its door to
the foreign country in the modern history. 1. In 1853 when
Admiral Perry made his advent at Urawa straight with 4 black
steam ships, thereafter a new era of Civilization of Japan took
off. 2. In 1945, when the World War II was terminated. the
occupation forces of USA advanced into Japan and controlled
the total country including the revision of Constitution, thus a
re-born Japan was initiated. 3. Since 1991/2 for 10 years, so
called “the Lost 10 years”, Japan has been struggled with a wave of Globalization. Some
people call it “the age of Anglosaxonization”. At any incidents mentioned above, Japan
has been deeply connected with Americans. In fact, we, Japanese have learned so many
things from the country particularly of the modern technologies. However, one thing I
would like to draw the attention of the readers is that we have done nothing but coping
Americans and have completely forgot to look at the spiritual aspect of them which made
America so great. In other words, Japanese copied only new technologies, corporate
know-how, managerial skills etc. and have not tried to study the Righteousness and the
Love of The Supreme, which they have been so earnestly believing. If you do not acquire
such most fundamental basis, the independence of the nation cannot be established in a
true sense. The materialism alone definitely drives Japan to the dead-end one day. It is
often said that Japanese diplomats are often fluctuated, or the common sense of Japanese
is absurd in other counties. This is because they do not understand the fundamentals of
the other countries. We should study, therefore, the spiritual aspects of Americans who
have delegated George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln as the
leader of the nation. In Japan, a famous evangelist, Kanzo Uchimura has emphasized the
importance of this fact continuously while he was alive. Now is the time that we should
take these warnings seriously and should initiate to re-build an independent Japan in a
true sense.

Tkuhisa Sagawa
(Suita)

.

Soliloquy

I was very glad to see Consul General Russel, Ambassador Amae, Mr.

Inaba of Bank of Japan, and so many of our members at the New Year's g

Reception. Thanks to your cooperation, we had a wonderful time in a

relaxed atmosphere. [ am also very grateful of the generous donations

from our members. We are planning a lot of events such as the luncheon seminar by

Kenzo Akao, Director of Takenaka Carpentry Tools Museum, and Spring Sumo watching

in March, a day trip to Himeji in April, and a joint golf competition with JBSK in May.
Spring is coming. Please join us and enjoy our activities!

(No Prefix)

Qishi, Yukiko (Kobe)
Hada, Itsuno (Nishinomiya)
Hosomi, Ariko (Izumiotsu)
Kuroda, Masako (Kyoto)
Ogawa, Toru (Ibaraki}

Tada, Kouichirou (Takarazuka)

Notes we would like to thank all the participants in the Welcome Reception for
Consul General and Mrs. Russul and our New Year's Reception. The preparation process
of the parties made us realize how much our activities depend on our members. We
deeply appreciate the kind cooperation from many of you. Your support and participation
keep JASO alive. Please join us in the upcoming events! (JASO Office)

donation from members of the National Association of the America-



